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Federal grant to help renovate Parker Fine Arts

Thanks to a federal grant, the Parker Fine Arts Center will be 
renovated to expand access to early childhood education and 
to create a community multipurpose facility for presentations, 
meetings, and small performing arts performances, especially 
to benefit military-connected families in the community.

The Waynesville R-VI School District has received 
notification that the district has been awarded a Defense 
Communities Infrastructure Program (DCIP) grant in the 
amount of $677,238 toward the $1,354,475 project. The U.S. 
Department of Defense’s Office of Economic Adjustment 
(OEA) has awarded the DCIP grant to the Waynesville R-VI 
School District, which serves nearby Fort Leonard Wood 
families.

The Federal grant is for $677,238, which is half of the project 
total of $1,354,475. The Parker Fine Arts Center is located on 
the Waynesville Middle School campus. 

The district has discussed potential usage of the Parker 
Fine Arts Center after the completion of the middle school. 
Parker remains in good condition with need of upgrades 

and this will help us expand access to critically needed early 
childhood learning opportunities for our students. The DCIP 
grant provided an opportunity to address this need with Fund 4 
reserves. 

Funds from Federal B-2 Heavily Impacted Aid are paying 
for construction of Phase 2 at the middle school; no local 
tax dollars will be used for construction of Phase 2 or the 
renovation of the Parker Fine Arts Center. Voters approved a 
tax levy increase of 20 cents in April 2017 that kept the district 
eligible for B-2 funding. 

The DCIP program is a nation-wide program aimed at 
funding off-installation infrastructure developments that 
support readiness on installations and military family quality 
of life. As a result of this grant, there will be a new Early 
Childhood Program Center that will serve students of our 
community, which includes our military impacted children. 

In addition to two new early childhood classrooms, 
the building will house a multipurpose room that will be 
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available for the community to use for 
presentations, meetings, plays, a small 
kitchen and an area for Waynesville 
R-VI Board of Education meetings.  

“Members 
of our 
community 
often need a 
facility that 
is larger than 
our Lecture 
Hall at the 
Ninth Grade 
Center, but 
smaller 
than a gym and so when this facility is 
finished, our community groups and 
organizations will have an option to 
utilize an ‘in between’ size as well as 
additional space for smaller meetings,” 
Henry said. 

During the district’s most recent 
communitywide survey, 87% of survey 
respondents said they favored or 
strongly favored the district offering a 
pre-kindergarten program off post. The 
survey was conducted in late fall/early 
winter of 2019.  

Waynesville’s application was one of 
only 16 applications chosen out of 130 
submitted nationally, that requested over 
$700 million funding for a program 
that was only provided $50 million by 
Congress this year. 

“We are so thankful and grateful for 
all of the support we have received from 
our federal elected officials (including 
Senator Roy Blunt, Senator Josh 
Hawley and Congresswoman Vicky 
Hartzler), OEA, Fort Leonard Wood 
officials, Sustainable Ozarks Partnership 
(SOP), our Missouri Military Advocate 
(Joe Driskill), the state and our school 
board,” Henry said. “They all worked 
together in record time to make this 
project a reality for the children of our 
community.” 

Parker 
Continued from page 2

87% of survey 
respondents 
favored or 

strongly favored 
offering a 

pre-kindergarten 
program off post

Waynesville’s was 
1 of 16 

applications 
chosen out of 130 

submitted nationally

Several businesses 
competed in the annual 
Homecoming Business 
Window Decorating 
Competition. Starting at left 
and going down clockwise, 
Infuze Credit Union with 
the Tigers winning the 
race to space with a touch 
down; Communications for 
Research (CFR) with hasta 
la vista Hornets; JP’s Hair 
Supply with a mannequin 
and tiger pumpkin, City of 
St. Robert with beam the 
hornets, Next Home Team 
Ellis Real Estate with a tiger 
in outer space; and the 
Waynesville Branch of the 
Pulaski County Library with 
Friday night lights.  

Homecoming



When it comes to COVID-19, there is no precise number 
or percentage of students that will be used to determine when 
a cohort (small group, such as an elementary classroom), 
team, building and/or district will be placed on virtual 
learning.

With 5,800 students, a small increase in cases does not 
necessarily mean that the district will move students to 
virtual learning. With each positive case, the Pulaski County 
Health Department looks for trends to see if the coronavirus 
could be spreading within specific cohorts within our 
schools, which is why the 8th grade team at Waynesville 
Middle School was temporarily moved to virtual learning.

With each case, the district partners with the Pulaski 
County Health Department so that those students with direct 
contact may be in isolation for 14 days. All others may 
remain in school, per the health department’s guidelines. 

The district’s goal is to work with health officials to keep 
children in school for as long 
as it is safe to do so. 

Parents will continue to be 
notified daily if there is a new 
case at their child’s school. 

The district also has 
created a COVID-19 
dashboard at https://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/
Domain/1938 for the public 

and families to track cases; the dashboard will be 
updated weekly on Tuesdays. 

The Waynesville R-VI School District considers five 
factors when making a decision:

1.) The Pulaski County Health Department 
recommends isolation, quarantining or closing, based 
on their medical and infectious disease expertise. The 
health department reaches its decision based on not 
only what is going on in individual schools, but also 
the outbreaks occurring in the community as a whole.
2.) Staff absences are at a level that the district cannot 
maintain in-person instruction within a cohort, team, 
building and/or districtwide.  
3.) Traditional seated student attendance dips to 60% or 
below in a cohort, team, building and/or districtwide.
4.) Contact tracing by the health department indicates 
the potential for rapid spread within an isolated cohort, 
team and/or building and the district moves the group 
to virtual learning out of an abundance of caution. 
5.) The Pandemic Task Force members recommend 
that the district make a change in its status.  The 
Pandemic Task Force includes officials from county 
health and community medical clinics, and Fort 
Leonard Wood, along with district personnel and 
school nurses. The recommendations from the task 
force are considered and the final decision regarding 
the change rests with the Waynesville R-VI School 
District. 

 

How the district makes 
COVID-19 decisions

Thayer 
Elementary’s 
mascot, Spirit, 
demonstrates 
how the new 
book vending 
machine works. 
Thayer PTO 
helped fund the 
project. Each 
teacher has 
one token per 
month to give to 
a student who 
is exhibiting 
the 7 Habits. At 
right, a student 
considers his 
options before 
selecting a book 
with the coin he 
has earned. 

Library Media Specialist Brenna Caldwell and Thayer Principal 
Robyn Justice pose with Spirit who holds the book he chose 
from the vending machine. 
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In addition to being 
surprised at their schools with 
a certificate, employees of the 
month receive recognition on 
our website.  Check out a few of 
our previous winners at https://
www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/
Page/12210. 

Employees 
of the month 

By Zachary Remedies, Sports Information Class

Waynesville Tigers’ fourth game of the season kicks off at Tiger 
Stadium at Waynesville High School on Sept. 25. This game will no 
doubt be one of the most intense games of the season as they play the 
Hillcrest Hornets for the Tigers’ Homecoming 2020.

The game will begin at 7, but the introduction of the homecoming 
court and crowning of the queen will begin at 6:30. 

Coach Joe Haynes states that the Tigers need to “Maintain the ball 
on offense without any turnovers and have low penalties” in order for 
the team to gain their first win of the 2020 football season. 

He also says that in his own opinion, the two teams are almost 
identical. “Where we are good, they are just the same. Where we 
lack at times and areas, it’s the same for them.” However with this 
knowledge, he also says, “Hillcrest is not a team to be overlooked 
because their record does not indicate how good they are.”

“The last time we met them we beat them handily,” Haynes said. 
The 2019 Tiger football game against the Hillcrest Hornets ended with 
a score of 53-13, a Tiger victory. Waynesville’s football team managed 
to gain a good headstart on the Hornets by scoring 40 points in the 
first half and finishing the game in the second half by adding 13 more 
to their score. 

A new sports information 
class at Waynesville High 
School is producing stories and 
photos about Waynesville High 
School fall sports. Check out the 
news on cross country, football, 
girls golf, boys soccer, softball, 
boys swimming and volleyball 
at https://www.waynesville.k12.
mo.us/Page/13084.

WHS sports 
news

The 2020 Homecoming Queen Court 
members are as follows Senior 
Candidate Isabella Kowal, Sophomore 
Attendant Ahleina Roberts, Senior 
Candidate Naudia Evans, Junior 
Attendant Amelia Falge, Senior 
Candidate Erica Taylor, and Freshman 
Attendant Jada Wilson. Not pictured 
is Senior Candidate Layla Watson. 
Crowning will be at 6:30 p.m. tonight 
at Tiger Stadium. Tickets to the game 
must be purchased in advance by going 
to https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/
Domain/1681. Tickets are on first-come, 
first-served basis and capacity is limited. 

King Solomon Lodge #15, Bathsheba Chapter 
#14 and UKHFI 203 donated school supplies, 
including book bags, tissues, paper, crayons, 
scissors, notebooks, journals, binders, 
pencils and other items to be used throughout 
the Waynesville R-VI School District. Herbert 
Green and Pastor Joe L. Hunter delivered 
them to the district earlier this week. 

WHS to face “twin” in 
Homecoming football game 
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Homecoming 
entrances 
Instead of showing their 
Homecoming spirit by creating 
floats for the parade, Waynesville 
R-VI schools showed their 
Homecoming spirit by decorating 
their entrances. This year’s 
Homecoming theme is “A Whole 
New World - Tigers Blazing New 
Trails,” which is a futuristic space 
theme. Top two photos, Thayer 
Elementary; center, Freedom 
Elementary and at left, Partridge 
Elementary. 



Homecoming windows 
included above, East 
Elementary; at left, 
Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center; and below, Williams 
Early Childhood Center
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